Atrial reentry in chronic repetitive supraventricular tachycardia.
Atrial reentrance as a mechanism of the tachycardia was demonstrated in a 28-year-old patient suffering from chronic repetitive supraventricular tachycardia. Criteria for diagnosis included the following: (1) Repetitive supraventricular tachycardia was induced and terminated by properly timed atrial extrastimuli. (2) Return cycles of all atrial extrastimuli not abolishing the tachycardia were fully compensatory. (3) A-H prolongation was not a prerequisite to induce the tachycardia. (4) The contours of P and A waves during tachycardia differed from those in sinus rhythm, but atrial activation remained antegrade. (5) A concealed anomalous pathway could not be proved.